M.A. It year
Discipline Specific Course (DSC-2)
Code-MHS-102
Political History of India (from the earliest time to 184 B.C.)

Semester — It
Max. Marks — 70

Time — 3 hours

Course Objective:

It is a base paper for the student of ancient Indian history. All the archaeological discoveries are
made based on the historical inputs. Without historical chronology, archaeological objects can not
be dated. At the same time for all the historical writing archaeological data are very much essential.
By learning this paper, students gain historical back ground for his research.

Course Outcome:
After completing this course students will have a familiarity with the sources and political settings

of India upto 184 B.C. Student will also be well versed with different analytical approaches and

models of interpretation.
Unit-1 @ Sources of Ancient Indian History: Literary and
Archaeological (15 Lect,)
(b) Pre-historic Cultures: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic Cultures.
Unit-11 Proto-historic Cultures (20 Lect,)

(a) Harappan Civilization-Origin, Extent, dominant features and decline
(b) Early and Later Vedic Period: Literature, Political institutions, social and
economic condition, religious practices and ideas.

Unit-111 Janpadas and Mahajanpadas (12 Lect,)

(a) Territorial states: Monarchial and Republican.
(b) Religious movement: Jainism and Buddhism.

unit-1v Towards Empire (12 Lect,)

(a) Rise of Magadha Empire, (Bimbisara to Nanda dynasty)
(b) Foreign Invasions: Iranian and Macedonian Invasion.

Unit-vV Emergence and Growth of Mauryan Empire (16 Lect,)

(@) Origin and rise of Mauryan Empire, Ashoka’s Dhamma.
(b) Administration and Decline
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Suggested Readings

1. Majumdar, R. C.and A. D. Pusalker, Vedic Age.

2. Majumdar, R. C.and A. D. Pusalker, The Age of Imperial unity.
3. Kosambi, D. D., An Introduction to the study of Indian History.
4. Thapar, Romila, Ashoka and the decline of the Mauryas.

5. Thapar, Romila, Recent Perspectives of early Indian History.

6. Shastri, Neelkanth, Comprehensive History of India, Vol -11.

7. Sharma, R.S, India’s Ancient past.

8. Singh, Upinder, A history of Ancient and Early medieval India.
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