M.A. It year
Discipline Specific Course (DSC-4)
Code-MHS-104

Social History of Ancient India
(from the earliest time to 1200A.D.)

Semester — It
Max. Marks — 70

Time — 3 hours

Course Objective:
This paper deals with the development of social organizations from early times to the Early
Medieval period in India. Students will clearly understand how the simple society attained complex

forms and how they contributed to the development of cultural elements in India.

Course Outcome:
Upon successful completion, students will have a clear understanding of how the simple society
attained complex forms and how they contributed to the development of cultural elements in India.

Unit-I

Unit-11

Unit-111

Unit-1vV

Unit-V

Social Structure (12 Lect,)
a. origin and development of Varnas, Duties and their rights.
b. origin and proliferation of Jati (Castes)

Aspect of Society (12 Lect,)

a. Ashrama and Prusartha
b. Sanskaras and form of Marriage

Family Institutions and Slavery (17 Lect,)

a. Family: Meaning, Definition, Joint Family, Duty and rights of family
members.

b. Origin and development of slavery.

Women in Ancient India 7 Lect)

a. Social status: Women education, Niyoga system, custom of Sati, Devdasi,
Prostitutes, widow remarriage.

b. Economic Conditions: Stri Dhana and Property rights.

Ancient Indian Education System (17 Lect,)
a. Objective of Education, Education system and subject matter
b. Major Education Centers — Taxila, Kashi, Nalanda, Vikramsila and Valabhi.
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