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M.A. Ist year 

Discipline Specific Course (DSC-4) 

Code-MHS-104 

Social History of Ancient India 

( from the earliest time to 1200A.D. ) 

Semester – Ist  

Max. Marks – 70 

Time – 3 hours 

 

Course Objective:  

This paper deals with the development of social organizations from early times to the Early 

Medieval period in India. Students will clearly understand how the simple society attained complex 

forms and how they contributed to the development of cultural elements in India.  

Course Outcome:  

Upon successful completion, students will have a clear understanding of how the simple society 

attained complex forms and how they contributed to the development of cultural elements in India. 
Unit-I  Social Structure       (12 Lect.) 

a. origin and development of Varnas, Duties and their rights.   

b. origin and proliferation of Jāti (Castes) 

 

Unit-II  Aspect of Society       (12 Lect.)  

a. Ashrama and Pruṣārtha 

b. Sanskaras and form of Marriage 

 

Unit-III Family Institutions and Slavery     (17 Lect.)  

a. Family: Meaning, Definition, Joint Family, Duty and rights of family 

members.  

b. Origin and development of slavery. 

 

Unit-IV Women in Ancient India      (17 Lect.) 

a. Social status: Women education, Niyoga system, custom of Sati, Devdasi, 

Prostitutes, widow remarriage.   

b. Economic Conditions: Stri Dhana and Property rights. 

 

Unit-V  Ancient Indian Education System     (17 Lect.) 

a. Objective of Education, Education system and subject matter 

b. Major Education Centers – Taxila, Kashi, Nalanda, Vikramsila and Valabhi.     
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Suggested Readings 

1. Altekar, A.S., Position of Women in Hindu civilization. 

2. Prabhu, P. H., Hindu Social Organization. 

3. Mookherji, R. K., Ancient Indian Education.  

4. Bose, A. N., Social and Rural Economy of Northern India. 

5. Sahu, B. P. (Ed.), Land system and Rural Society in Early India.  

6. Majumdar, B. P., Socio - Economic History of Northern India.  

7. Yadav, B.N.S., Society and Culture in Northern India in the Twelfth century. 

8. Atlekar, A.S. ,  Education in Ancient India.  

9. Sinha, S.N., Basu. N.K., Woman in Ancient India.  

10. Vishnoi, Savita, Economic Status of women in Ancient India. 

11. Ramgopal, India of Vedic Kalpasutras. 

12. Apte, V.M., Social and Religious life of the Ghrayasutras.  

13. 'kekZ] vkj0 ,l0] 'kwnzksa dk izkphu bfrgklA 
14. 'kekZ] vkj0 ,l0] izkjfEHkd Hkkjr dk vkfFkZd ,oa lkekftd bfrgklA 
15. xqIrk nsosUnz] izkphu Hkkjrh; lekt ,oa vFkZO;oLFkkA 
16. vkse izdk'k] izkphu Hkkjr dk lkekftd ,oa vkfFkZd bfrgklA 
17. dk.ks] ih0 ch0] /keZ'kkL=ksa dk bfrgkl] Hkkx & 1 A 
18. pkuuk] nsojkt] izkphu Hkkjr esa nkl izFkkA 
19. tkSgjh] euksjek] izkphu Hkkjr esa o.kkZJe O;oLFkkA 
20. osnkyadkj] gfjnÙk] fgUnw ifjokj ehekalkA 
21. osnkyadkj] gfjnÙk] fgUnw fookg dk laf{kIr bfrgklA 
22. vYrsdj] ,0 ,l0] izkphu Hkkjrh; f'k{k.k i)frA  
23. feJ] t;'kadj] izkphu Hkkjr dk lkekftd bfrgklA 
24. Ikk.Ms;] vt; dqekj] izkphu Hkkjr esa lkekftd ,oa vkfFkZd ifjorZuA 
25. ikBd] jf”e] izkphu Hkkjr dk lkekftd bfrgklA 
26. Tkk;loky] lqfojk] tkfr o.kZ&O;oLFkk] mnHko] izdk;Z vkSj #ikUrj.kA 
27. Fkkij] jksfeyk] izkphu Hkkjr dk lkekftd bfrgklA 
28. pksiM+k] ih0,u0] Hkkjr dk lkekftd] lkaLÑfrd vkSj vkfFkZd bfrgklA 
29. Ikk.Ms;] jktcyh] fgUnw laLdkjA 

 

 

 


