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M.A. Ist year 

Discipline Specific Course (DSC-7) 

Code-MHS-203 

Economic History of Ancient India 

(from the earliest time to 1200 A.D.) 

Semester – IInd 

Max. Marks – 70 

Time – 3 hours 

Course Objective:  

This paper deals with the development of economic organizations from early times to the Early 

Medieval period in India. Students will clearly understand how the simple society and economy 

attained complex forms and how they contributed to the development of cultural elements in India.  

Course Outcome:  

Upon successful completion, students will have a clear understanding of how the simple society and 

economy attained complex forms and how they contributed to the development of cultural elements 

in India. 
 

Unit-I  Early Farming Communities      (14 Lect.) 

a. Pastoralism and incipient farming.   

b. Harappan civilization: Agriculture, Industry , Trade and Commerce.  

c. Vedic economy.  

 

Unit-II  Second urbanization       (14 Lect.) 

a. Agricultural expansion, Industry, Inter regional and maritime trade.  

b. Trade routes, Trade and Craft guilds, Coins and Currency.     

 

Unit-III Mauryan and Post Mauryan development    (20 Lect.) 

a. Mauryas: Agriculture, Industry, Trade and Commerce.  

b. Sangam Age: Agriculture expansion, Industry and Indo-Roman Trade.  

c. Satavahana and Kushana period: Agriculture, Industry, Inter regional and 

maritime trade, Trade routes including silk and spice routes, Guild 

organization, Land Grants, Coins and currency.  

 

Unit-IV Age of Guptas       (14Lect.) 

a. Agriculture, Industry, Internal and External trade.  

b. Trade and Trade routs, Coins and Currency, Guild organization, Land grants.  

 

Unit-V  Early medieval period      (13 Lect.) 

a. Origin and development of Feudalism and Land Grants. 

b. Coins and Currency, Interest and Land revenue.  
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Suggested Readings 

1. Gopal, L., Economic life of Northern India. 

2. Bandopadhayaya, N. C., Economic life and progress in Ancient India.  

3. Maity, S. K., Economic life of Northern India in the Gupta Period 

4. Buch, M. A., Economic life in Ancient India. 

5. Chakraborti, H. P., Trade and Commerce in Ancient India. 

6. Bose, A. N., Social and Rural Economy of northern India. 

7. Adhaya, G. L., Early Indian Economic.  

8. Singh, A. K., Indo - Roman Trade 

9. Sahu, B. P. (Ed.), Land system and Rural Society in Early India.  

10. Majumdar, B. P., Socio - Economic History of Northern India.  

11. N. Jayapalan, Economic History of India.  

12. “kekZ] vkj0,l0] izkjfEHkd Hkkjr dk vkfFkZd ,oa lkekftd bfrgklA 
13. “kekZ] vkj0,l0] Hkkjrh; lkeUroknA 
14. xqIrk] nsosUnz] izkphu Hkkjr esa O;kikjA  
15. xqIrk] nsosUnz] izkphu Hkkjrh; lekt ,oa vFkZO;oLFkkA 
16. eksrhpUnz] lkFkZokgA 
17. ;kno] vPNs yky] izkphu Hkkjr esa —f’kA 
18. vkse izdk'k] izkphu Hkkjr dk lkekftd ,oa vkfFkZd bfrgklA 
19. oktisbZ] ds0 Mh0] fons'kh O;kikj dk bfrgklA 
20. jk;] uUnth] izkphu Hkkjr esa ;krk;kr ds lk/kuA 
21. ?kks’kky] ;w0 ,u0] fgUnw jktLo O;oLFkk dk bfrgklA 
22. ;kno] lqjsUnz flag] izkphu Hkkjr esa O;kolkf;d lewg ,oa f”kYiA 
23. JhokLro] izos”k dqekj] xqIr dkyhu uxj ,oa O;kikjA 
24. FkiY;ky] ds0ds0 ,oa “kqDy] ladVk izlkn] flU/kq lH;rkA 
25. vxzoky] ochrk] izkphu Hkkjrh; vFkZO;oLFkkA 
26. ik.Ms;] vt; dqekj] izkphu Hkkjr esa lkekftd ,oa vkfFkZd ifjorZuA 
27. xgykSr] ch0,l0] vkfFkZd fopkjksa dk bfrgklA 
28. pkS/kjh] jk/kkÑ’.k ,oa dqekj] v”kksd] izkphu Hkkjr dk vkfFkZd bfrgklA 
29. pksiM+k ih0,u0] Hkkjr dk lkekftd] lkaLÑfrd vkSj vkfFkZd bfrgklA 
30. ik.Ms;] jke fugksj] laxe ;qx 
31. mik/;k;] oklqnso] izkphu Hkkjrh; eqnzk,¡A 

 

 

 


